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Rani Rahav, honorary Consul of The Marshall Islands in Israel Speaks About Marshall Islands' support

Ilana Dayan:
Our guest is the honorary consul of Marshall Islands in Israel, Mr. Ran Rahav. Shalom and good morning.

Ran Rahav:
Shalom and good morning to you and to the listeners.

Ilana Dayan:
do you like being called "honorary consul"?

Ran Rahav:
Very much, not for me but for the country that I represent. Each time I am being presented as the consul of Marshall Islands, the country that loves Israel so much and supports us so fioercely at the UN, gets to be mentioned again. You know, people ask me sometimes about Marshall Islands and where exactly they are. I tell them it's 5 hours from Hawaii towards Australia. It's a chain of 1,150 islands that supports Israel. So people say, 'but this is a small country' and I tell them true, but these are 70,000 people that are equal to the big China and the Unites States of America. Each voice in favor of the State of Israel during a time which is so difficult for the world and for.

Ilana Israel is, as you know, like pure gold. We ought to be grateful for these wonderful people Dayan:
or the way you understand it…

Ran Rahav:
and my job is…

Ilana Dayan:
the foreign ministry too…

Ran Rahav:
…my job is to express this gratitude…

Ilana Dayan:
The foreign ministry understands this too now.

Ran Rahav:
…on a daily basis.

Ilana Dayan:
I understand that next month, Israel will host the representatives of the three largest counties of the Pacific Ocean islands, namely Micronesia, Nauru and Marshall islands, of which you are the honorary consul. How does one prepare for the visit of the Prime Minister of Marshall Islands in Israel?

Ran Rahav:
First of all, it's the president of the Marshall Islands.

Ilana Dayan:
President.

Ran Rahav:
When the president arrives, and we very much hope he arrives, we will greet him with a very warm welcome. I am confident he will not forget this visit soon. Bear in mind, the foreign ministry is doing an excellent work in terms of our relations with the 13 nations of the pacific. Ambassador Ronen, who sits in Jerusalem, is doing fantastic work. Almost every month he visits one of these countries. The flight alone takes 30 hours and the foreign ministry doesn't fly business class, not even first class. They fly economy class.
Ilana Dayan:
you say, this is contrary to the honorary consul who gets better flight conditions.

Ran Rahav:
Yes; contrary to the honorary consul who is a private person and has been working nearly 24 hours a day for 25 years to afford it. The ambassador is taking this long flight, which is very difficult. How shall I illustrate this? Going to a country like Nauru is like flying to the moon.

Ilana Dayan:
Wait, wait. Please tell me about Marshall Islands, to which you are responsible.

Ran Rahav:
look…

Ilana Dayan:
I'm sure you have been there. What kind of a place this is?

Ran Rahav:
It's an amazingly beautiful place. It's hundreds of breath taking islands. The distance between the islands can be as long as a 4-hour flight, but there are no airplanes, only one small aircraft. People move from one island to the other by boats. Transportation is not quite as simple in Marshall Islands. This place is clean and pure like it used to be many years back. The nuclear tests were held there decades ago and the USA addressed the contamination and the water is clean and pure to this day. Bikini Islands is the most beautiful scuba diving spot in the world. I haven't been to the Bikini Islands. I only got as far as Madero, which is four hours from Bikini. I personally don't do scuba diving, but my friends who do told me this place has no match. It's everything you would imagine for a pastoral island.

Ilana Dayan:
When you talk with the president of the Marshall Islands, doesn’t he ask you about the Goldstone Report or about Israel's actions in the territories? Doesn't he ask you about the check posts?

Ran Rahav:
look…

Ilana Dayan:
Doesn't he ask you about the actions of the Israeli military in Gaza?

Ran Rahav:
This country is amazing, is loves us very much and has a lot of confidence in our actions. Let me tell you a story. About a year ago, Israel invited 13 ambassadors who represent their countries in the UN, including our ambassador to the UN and the ambassadors of Marshall Islands, Nauru, Fiji and all these charming countries. I was asked to host a dinner on Friday because according to the protocol, the foreign ministry cannot host a dinner on Sabbath. So we invited all 13 ambassadors to dinner at our home on a Friday night, as well as the minister of defense and the 10th Prime Minister, Ehud Barak and his wife Nili, and the chairman of the Knesset's foreign and defense committee, Tzahi Hanegbi, who was then minister of labor and welfare, and the, minister of housing, minister Boim…

Ilana Dayan:
Yes…

Ran Rahav:
We also invited famous actress Gila Almagor and Ambassador Ronen, who represents Israel in these 13 countries and the master of ceremonies from the foreign ministry who accomplished a great deal in building recognition of these islands. I told my wife Hila, 'You know, the minister of defense is so busy, although it's a Friday; he will come for a short while. Indeed, during dinner, Ehud Barak left several times to answer telephones from his office, because that's the way it is, the minister of defense takes calls even on a Friday night and it's alright. He was the last one to leave and he said as follows: 'If you could only understand how important these countries are for us and how they care about us. 'I understand their importance and I stayed to the end. I told Ehud, 'What happened? How come you stay till the end?' and he said, 'Rani, you don’t understand how important it is for Israel.'
Ilana Dayan: 
Now, although I know it must be more fun to give an interview as the honorary consul of Marshall Islands today than as Lev Levyev's spokesman…

Ran Rahav:
I beg your pardon, but this topic is not included in the mandate of this talk…

Ilana Dayan:
It isn't? So, let me ask you a question. You don't have to answer it if you don't want to.

Ran Rahav:
this conversation has a clear mandate of only…

Ilana Dayan:
Only one concrete question, Rani Rahav. You don't have to answer it if you don't want to…

Ran Rahav:
yes…

Ilana Dayan:
Was is that important that he comes to the discussion in the district court yesterday? After all, his presence only led to unpleasant confrontations with creditors in court.

Ran Rahav:
First of all, let me tell you one thing: only in Israel, only in the State of Israel can it happen that the court orders a person who trespassed premises which is not his to step away from those premises. This happens only in Israel and the court ordered that he be evacuated.

Ilana Dayan:
You are referring to Israel Mahlef, who confronted Levyev in court…

Ran Rahav:
He took the liberty of making this show in court. Only a noble man like Levyev is… You know, it's very simple; how shall I put it? He was saying to himself, I believe it can happen because this is Israel. There were dozens of security people there at the court but no one stepped forward to intervene. This is a scandal.

Ilana Dayan:
But you, Rani, of all people should know that when the situation arises…

Ran Rahav:
it is a disgrace that a person in court…

Ilana Dayan:
One second, please; let me ask you one last question

Ran Rahav:
…can come up to another person and attack him verbally with no right to do so…

Ilana Dayan:
But you know very well that once the situation arose, no good could have come out of it. There is the rich man, the tycoon standing in front of the simple man, who lost the little he had… At that moment, it is not important who is right; once that photograph is taken.

Ran Rahav:
This is very important, Ilana. The populism…

Ilana Dayan:
As soon as the photo was taken
Ran Rahav:
Ilana, the populism in Israel must stop

Ilana Dayan:
One second, Rani; one second

Ran Rahav:
This is the time to stop the populism.

Ilana Dayan:
Do you think the photo could have been prevented in the first place?

Ran Rahav:
no one has the right to attack another person just because he is famous

Ilana Dayan: 
have you never seen such situations before?

Ran Rahav:
Look, I have seen situations like this, but it makes me sad each time anew. It's very sad that none of the people who were responsible for security in court intervened to place some order. This is a scandal.

Ilana Dayan: 
I'm trying to tell you that from the perspective of your client, if the security personnel of the court would have taken this simple man so that he did not attack the tycoon, it would have been a media catastrophe for your client.

Ran Rahav:
This is not the point right now. We are not talking about the media now, Ilana. We started this conversation because I am the consul of Marshall Islands and we are ending it in a completely different situation. I'm telling you, not as a client and not as a consul but as a simple citizen of Israel that it is inconceivable that a person comes to court to abide by the law and is not protected by the security staff. This is a scandal. You're quite right that had it happened, the media would have inflated it into a very big story, but let's just once think about justice and law regardless of simple people; let's see what the law says…

Ilana Dayan:
Yes, I guess justice has a different meaning to the people in this story. Let's end the conversation the way we started it. Rani Rahav, the honorary consul of Marshall Islands, thank you very much.

Ran Rahav:
thank you. Thank you also for deciding to refer to the small country in the Pacific Ocean. It is important that the people of Israel know that far away, there's a country, which salutes to Israel, the capital of Jerusalem and all the people of Israel. They simply truly love us, without any interests.
Ilana Dayan: 
Thank you, Rani Rahav.

Ran Rahav:
Thank you.

